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Membership expectations 
 

 
Members of the Woodland High School band are first, students of Woodland High School.  Band is a curricular 
subject and students are expected to meet practice and performance standards.  Student must enroll in band as a 
class for the complete year and be committed to all after school activities (see below for generic schedule of 
activities).  Fall semester has the most after school commitments, as you will see.  However, our program is still 
very involved with many activities in the spring semester. 
 

2018 - 2019 Overview 
 

June  Once a week music reharsals – usually Mondays afternoons 
 
July  Band Camp 
  Rehearsals week following band camp 
 
August Regular Rehearsal  Schedule Begins   

Mondays:     Percussion and Guard 4:00-6:45  
Tuesdays & Thursdays:   Full Marching Band 4:00-6:45 
Football Games Begin  Friday Nights 

 
September Rehearsal Schedule Continues 

Football Games Continue Friday Nights 
BCME (Band Exhibition)  Monday night in late September 
NWGA Band Contest  Late Saturday in September 

 
October Regular Rehearsal Schedule Continues 

Football Games Continue Friday Nights 
Band Competitions   3 Saturdays in October 

 
November Regular Rehearsal Schedule Ends  

Football Season Ends  1st Friday Night in November 
Macy’s Parade Rehearsals  
 

December Cartersville Christmas Parade  
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WHAT TO EXPECT 
 
 
Home Football Games – Typically, the band room is opened at 5:15 for members to arrive and 
begin changing into their uniforms for the game.  At 6:00, the band has a brief warm-up, 
followed by a uniform inspection.  The band marches into the stadium at 7:00.  Games typically 
end between 10:00 – 10:30 and students are dismissed from the stands to return to the band 
room to change and put away equipment. 
 
 
Away Football Games – The schedule for away football games is dictated by the amount of time 
needed to travel to get to the other school.  Typically, the band eats dinner together in the 
cafeteria. (Money for dinner is collected at Tuesday’s practice earlier in the week.)  Following 
dinner, the students change into uniforms and load the buses and depart for the away game.  
Arrival times back to the school vary depending on the distance from WHS.  Approximate arrival 
times are announced during rehearsal the week of the away game. 
 
 
Competitions – Our band competes in three competitions a year (plus exhibition performance at 
the event we are co-hosting).  All competitions in the state of Georgia are independently run and 
are selected by Mr. Willoughby based on several factors, including: judging panel experience, past 
personal experience in organization of event, distance from WHS, stadium accessibility and 
accommodations, etc.  Although competition success is not our primary goal as a band, we do 
take great pride in our performance and enjoy sharing and participating with many other bands 
across the southeast.  These performances are in many ways the climax of our field show 
preparations.  We typically participate in 3 competitions a year.     
 
 
Attendance Expectations – Although the formal band handbook with all attendance 
procedures/policies will be handed out during the first week of school, please note that by being a 
member of the band you are committing to participating in all rehearsals and performances.  
Students that do not fulfill this commitment will no longer be members of the band. If you 
foresee a scheduling conflict, act now to fix it.  Email or call Mr. Willoughby as soon as possible.  
Do not try to “fix it” at the last minute or during a rehearsal.  Planning ahead and 
communication are the keys to success in this situation.  
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Woodland High School Marching Wildcats 
Eric Willoughby, Director 

Performance Tour of New York City 
Including Participation in the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade 

November 20 – 24, 2018 or November 20 – 25, 2018 
 

Inclusions 
 

Transportation 
! Round-trip airfare to New York City 
! Deluxe motorcoach transportation for all activities and performances in New York City  
 

Accommodations & Meals 
! Accommodations in a three-star hotel in the greater New York City area – 4 or 5 nights  
! Breakfasts – All (exception first day) 
! Lunches – 2  
! Dinners – All (exception final day) 
 

Performances 
! Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade 
 

Sightseeing & Activities 
! City tour with a step-on guide on each motorcoach 
! 911 Memorial 
! 911 Museum 
! Statue of Liberty Cruise 
! Broadway show  
! Times Square 
! Rockefeller Center 
! American Museum of Natural History 
! Radio City Christmas Spectacular  
! One World Observatory 
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My Gateway – Registering  
 
To secure your place on the 2018 Woodland High School Marching Band tour to the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Parade, each passenger must be registered on the “My Gateway” online registration 
system by November 17, 2017.   
 

If you’ve registered on a past tour with Gateway you are able to use your same user email. 
-At the bottom of the welcome to My Gateway page click on the link “Need to sign up for a tour?”  
-Enter in the new passphrase for this tour (personal information does not transfer over automatically).  
-Once you’ve entered your user profile information you will be prompted to verify the use of this 
duplicate email for the new tour. 
 

A nonrefundable deposit of $100.00 per passenger is also due by November 17. 
 

How to register on My Gateway: 

! Go to www.musicfestivals.com. 

! Click on the “My Gateway” button. 

! At the bottom of the page click the link under “Need to sign up for a tour?” 

! Enter the Pass Phrase for your tour:  MDWW2018 

Under “User Registration” a parent or student over 18 will need to enter their name, preferred email address* and a 

password of your choosing to create a “User Profile.” If you are also a “Passenger” traveling on the tour, be sure to 

check the appropriate box. *Please note:  Important tour information will be communicated to you via this email address. 

Note:  As referenced above if your email was used on a past tour you will need to re-enter your password and check 
the box " to use this duplicate email for this tour.   

! Under “Tour Terms and Conditions” you must check all 3 boxes and agree to the terms and conditions to continue. 

! If you signed up as a “Passenger” you will be prompted to complete a passenger profile. 

! Register your student and/ or other passengers for whom you are paying/registering by choosing “Add Passenger” 

on your “User Profile” page. 

Note:  In passenger profile, options under “Role” are:  Adult Passenger, Chaperone, Minor Passenger, Staff 
and Student.  Select “Student” for performing ensemble passengers and “Minor Passenger” for non-
performing children traveling with family/group. 

! Please complete all the information as accurately as possible.  At this point, students should select “quad occupancy” 

and all other roles should select “quad, triple, double or single occupancy.”    
 

Through the My Gateway online registration system you can: 
! Sign up for your group’s tour by completing a user registration and passenger profile. 
! View payment dates, amounts, and balances.  
! Make payments.  
! Purchase travel insurance. 
! View tour information.  
! View messages posted to your user profile from your group leader or Gateway staff. 
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My Gateway – Making Payments 
 
Gateway Music Festivals & Tours accepts individual payments online with a credit card (via 
PayPal) or by personal check via mail. 
 
Before making payments, you must register all passengers for whom you are paying on the My 
Gateway online registration system. 
 

Tour payments can be made by two methods: 

Payment Method #1 – pay by check 

! Make check payments payable to:  Gateway Music Festivals & Tours 

! Mail checks to:  PO Box 1165, Monticello, MN  55362 

! Please indicate your group’s name, all passengers’ names, and how much of the payment should be applied to each 
passenger.  It may take up to one week after Gateway receives your payment for it to be reflected on your My 
Gateway profile.  If you would like to purchase additional travel insurance, include this with your check payment 
and please note it with a separate letter. 

 
Payment Method #2 – pay by credit card (via PayPal) online through My Gateway 

! Go to www.musicfestivals.com. 

! Click on the “My Gateway” button. 

! Log in to your “My Gateway” account. 

! Click on “Make a Payment” under the “Payments” header. 

! Follow the prompts to make a payment. 

! If you would like to purchase additional travel insurance, you can do so by checking the appropriate box. 

There is a convenience fee of 2.2% plus $0.30 per transaction to use the online payment method.  This amount will be displayed separately from 
your tour payments.  When you select the “Buy Now” button you will be directed to the PayPal website where you can securely enter your credit 
card or bank information.  Gateway Music Festivals & Tours never shares your information with third parties. 
 
Payment Notices 

There are two types of automated emails that are sent from My Gateway.  The first is an “Upcoming Payment Notice” that is 
sent 10 days prior to a payment being due.  The second is an “Overdue Payment Notice” that is sent 5 days after a payment 
has been missed or only partially paid.  These notices are triggered by the Payment Due Dates and will be sent even if your 
account reflects a partial amount still due for a particular due date.  It is your choice (and there is no penalty) if you want to 
submit any current outstanding amount immediately or with your next payment. 
 
Waitlist for delinquent payments 

If you fall two or more payments behind you will be at risk of being moved to a waitlist.  Once your account is paid to 
date we will reinstate your account within 48 to 72 hours based on your group’s tour availability.  
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Payment Schedule 

The payment schedule listed below will also be displayed in your “My Gateway” account online.  Per the terms and 
conditions you agree to when registering, “Services are subject to cancellation by Gateway Music Festivals & Tours, Inc. if 
payments are not received by their due dates.”

 

Payment due dates and approximate amounts: 

 Students Chaperones 
(double occ.) 

Package Price $2,300.00 * $2,200.00  
11/17/2017 –      

Nonrefundable Deposit $100.00  $100.00  
1/8/2018 $220.00  $210.00  
2/7/2018 $220.00  $210.00  
3/9/2018 $220.00  $210.00  
4/8/2018 $220.00  $210.00  
5/8/2018 $220.00  $210.00  
6/7/2018 $220.00  $210.00  
7/7/2018 $220.00  $210.00  
8/6/2018 $220.00  $210.00  
9/5/2018 $220.00  $210.00  

10/5/2018 – Balance +/- $220.00  $210.00  

 
* 2018 – 2019 Band Fees are included into the trip total amount. However, color guard members will be assessed an 

additional $100 for uniforms that will be due by June 23, 2018 payable to WBBA. 
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Woodland High School Parent Tour 
November 20 – 24, 2018 (Dates are tentative) 

 
A parent tour will be available if there is enough interest.  A minimum of 40 
passengers are required to make this tour happen.  The length of the tour and exact  
dates will be determined once the student tour is confirmed. 
 
Highlights will include: 

! Roundtrip airfare (optional, you may book your own air) 
! Roundtrip Airport to hotel transfers (not included if booking your own air) 
! Transportation to included attractions in New York City 
! Hotel accommodations at a 3-star or better hotel in the Manhattan area 
! Day tour to the 911 Memorial, 911 Museum and One World Observatory 
! City tour with a local guide 
! Ticket to the Radio City Rockette’s 
! Thanksgiving Dinner with the students at Liberty House 

 

Price will depend upon the number of hotel nights as well as number of passengers. 
Range:  $1850 - $2100 per person based on double occupancy. 
 
It will be helpful to have an idea of the amount of interest there may be in a parent 
tour.  If you think you may be interested, please fill out the information below, tear off 
and give to Mr. Willoughby this evening.  This is not a commitment and you will not 
be obligated to participate in the parent tour. 
 

---------------------------------------------  

 
 
Name__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Student Affiliation _______________________________________________ 
 
Number interested________________ 
 
Email address:___________________________________________________________ 
 
 



         
      Woodland High School Band 

  Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade 
November 20th– November 24th/25th, 2018 

 

 

Chaperone Interest Form 
 

Please complete the following form and return by November 17th 
 
 

Macys’ Thanksgiving Day Parade 
$2,200 per chaperone *(double occupancy) 

 
 
The number of student travelers will ultimately determine the total number of chaperones needed/selected.  We are aiming 
for a 10:1 ratio for this trip (i.e. 220 student travelers – 22 chaperones).  Once the total number of committed travelers is 
determined, the appropriate number of chaperones will be selected based on several factors – chaperone experience in 
WHS band, child’s year in school, experience in chaperoning at middle school trips/events, etc.  Please understand that if 
selected, all overnight chaperones MUST complete a background check that includes fingerprinting.  The cost of this 
process is $45 and must completed through Bartow County Schools, if selected.  
 
All interested chaperones should return this interest form by November 17th. Once we have a firm number of student 
travelers, we will select the appropriate number of chaperones. Expect to see the list of selected chaperones by the end of 
November. If selected, your initial deposit fee of $100.00 will be due December 13th, 2017 via My Gateway.  If there are 
more interested in chaperoning than can be accommodated, those parents will be put on a waiting list.  If we add 
additional travelers, or there is a dropout of a chaperone, we will notify persons on the waiting list that are next in line. 
 
Please complete the following: 
 
Parent Name _______________________________Student Name ____________________________________ 
 
Student’s Grade for 2018/19 School Year (circle one):  9th, 10th, 11th, 12th  
 
Do you have a current Bartow County Schools BLUE CARD (circle one):  YES    NO 
 
Please describe/list your chaperone experience with the Woodland High School Band (or middle school band) 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Parent Signature__________________________________________ Date _______________________ 
 

*trip price is estimated – final price will be 
dictated by the final number of committed 
travelers. 
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WHAT DO I NEED TO DO AND WHEN DOES IT NEED TO BE DONE? 
 
 

1. Go!to!www.woodlandband.org!and!complete!your!2018!membership!
commitment!form!by!November!17,!!2017.!Go!to!“more”!tab!and!then!
select!the!“2018!Commitment”!tab.!!Then,!go!click!link!to!complete!the!
membership!registration!and!commitment!form.#

 
2. Go!to!www.musicfestivals.com!and!complete!the!My#Gateway!login!
process,!and!make!your!$100!deposit!by!November!17,!2017.!!Remember,!
this!deposit!is!a!band!fee!and!trip!deposit!combined.!!The!trip!payment!
schedule!includes!2018G2019!band!fees.#

 
3. If!you!are!interested!in!being!a!chaperone,!please!complete!the!chaperone!
application!and!return!it!to!a!WHS!band!director!as!soon!as!possible.#

 
a. Chaperone!applications!will!be!reviewed!and!once!the!number!of!
tentative!student!travelers!is!known,!chaperones!will!be!selected!
and!notified.!!#

b. No!adults!should!register!on!My#Gateway!as!travelers!for!the!trip!at!
this!time.!!If!an!adult!is!notifed!about!being!a!chaperone,!those!adults!
should!create!a!passenger!profile!for!themselves!and!make!a!deposit!
by!December!13,!2017.#

 
4. If!you!think!you!might!be!interested!in!a!“Fan”!trip!(see!document!in!trip!
packet)!please!detach!and!return!the!bottom!portion!to!a!director!as!soon!
as!possible.!!#
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